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SERMON CCXTI. 





By Rev. DANIEL A. CLARK, New-Yorx. 





THE SINNER’S DESPERATE DEPRAVITY. 


Jeremran iii. 5. Behold, thou hast spoken and done evil things as thou 
couldst. 

Tris passage evidently teaches the doctrine, that men are as depraved as 
they can be in present circumstances. The charge is made by the infinitely 
Holy One, and can be fully substantiated against every member of the unre- 
generate family. The justice of the charge may appear from a consideration 
of the following positions : : 

I. That God in his providence has surrounded the sinner with many cir- 
cumstances operating powerfully to modify human character. 

II. That by these circumstances every sinner is actually restrained in his 
wickedness, and held back in his downward career. 

III. That every sinner does make the attempt, and succeeds as far as God 
will let him, to sunder these ligatures that would hold him fast to reason, hope, 
and heaven. 

Among the circumstances which illustrate the first position, I mention, 

1. Education. This makes christendom differ from the dark places of the 
earth , which are full of the habitations of cruelty. This makes the same land 
differ from what it was while a land of idolatry. This makes us to differ from our 
forefathers when under the superstition and tyranny of the Druids. This 
occasions the difference between us and the savage of the western wilds. 
Education, then, operates greatly in modifying character, and in preventing 
men from being as bad as they would be. 

2. Human law has a similar effect. How near right, think you, would 
men be, if they were not controlled by human laws? Look at some country 
while in a state of anarchy. Look at some city or village where the influ- 
ence of law is suspended. Look at France, while under the reign of ter- 
ror, when law was abrogated, and see one company after another pass under 
the guillotine ; and the executioners of to-day the victims of to-morrow ; and, 
tell us, is not character greatly modified by municipal law? 

3. By the law of God. If men have no other belief in it, but that which 
may be denominated the faith of history, it still greatly modifies human cha- 

racter. Men have been sorry a thousand times that God ever issued his law 
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They have hated to read, “Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
They have been sorry to read, “ Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy ;” 
“ Thou shalt not commit adultery ;” ‘Thou shalt not kill;” “Thou shalt not 
steal,” &&c. But men have been in a measure restrained by these laws, 
while they have hated the Lawgiver, and despised his statutes. 

“4. The troublesome supervision of conscience has greatly modified human 
_ character. This everlasting censorship, while it has held men back from 
sin, has been hated, and warred against, and scowled upon, by the whole hu. 
man family. 

5. The whole Gospel, the law drawn out into offensive interference with the 
sinful pleasures and follies of men, has modified human character beyond all 
calculation. It so commends itself to their reason, and applies such power to 
their consciences, that it becomes exceedingly difficult to withstand it. It is so 
tender, majestic, commanding, and reasonable, that it for a time melts and 
overawes many who ultimately reject all its provisions. 

6. Allthe Gospel institutions—the Sabbath, the sanctuary, the church- 
going bell, the Lord’s supper, the ordinance of baptism, every thing associated 
with Christian worship, operates in modifying human character, and render- 
ing it, in appearance, better than it is. 

7. The desire of heaven has the same effect. None, perhaps, are so 
abandoned as not to hope that they may, after all, live and be happy afier 
death. ‘The bare possibility that they shall reach heaven, and wish to unite in 
the song of redemption, prevents them from being as wicked as they would be. 
This operates as a powerful restraint, and helps greatly to modify character. 

8. The fear of hell, also, holds back many from the commission of crime. 
Men are afraid that what they have heard respecting hell is true. Though 
the subject often excites their unhallowed mirth, it is a mirth which has 
its misgivings. Their very laughter betrays their fears. And though they 
trifle with the thought of everlasting burnings, it is with the manifest design 
of keeping their courage up. The fear of hell thus operates in modifying the 
character, perhaps even of the most worldly. 

9. The expectation of a judgment has the same effect. They have 
some apprehension that they may be called to answer at the bar of God for 
their deeds on earth. They have “‘a fearful looking for’ of this dread reality. 
They think it may be true that God will bring them into judgment, for every 
work, whether it be good or evil, and apportion his awards accordingly. And 
hence, this apprehension serves as a wonderful restraint upon their character. 

10. Public sentiment is a great preventive of crime. Men are so constituted 
as to be obliged to respect public sentiment. They cannot endure the indignation 
of a whole community ; and public sentiment in Christian lands favors virtue, and 
frowns on vice. The assassin is thus disarmed—the thief becomes honest—the 
swindler pays his debts—because publi¢ sentiment compeis him. No one has 
daring enough to be utterly indifferent to the good opinion of all his acquaint- 
ance ; and character is thus greatly modified. 

11. The domestic affections produce the same result. The silken cords 
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which entwine around the family circle, prevent the commission of many @ 
crime. The father, the husband, the mother, the wife, the son, the brother, 
the daughter, the sister—all the endeared relations which the members of a 
family sustain to each other, and which are strengthened every day, operate 
greatly in the formation of character. How many a son has been saved from 
ruin, through the affection which he bore to his mother? How often has a 
sister’s entreaties tamed the ferocious spirit of a brother, and rendered it 
yielding and lovely. ; 

Thus we see how curbed men often are, while in their native state. This 
world, then, is in disguise. God, who only knows the full influence of these 
modifying circumstances, knows what is in man. Therefore, when he looks 
dowa from heaven, he still pronounces “the whole head sick, and the whole 
heart faint,” “every imagination of the thoughts evil,” specious appearances 
to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Thus we have recounted some of the circumstances which modify the hu- 
man character. These are, indeed, of vast importance. They result in what 
we term civility, good morals, &c.—all bearing kindly upon the present con- 
dition of man. They all speak the wisdom and kindness of God—they are so 
many. golden chains let down to earth, to modify its moral corruptions. God 
is good in every such ligature, by which he holds men within the reach of that 
blessed influence, which can sanctify and make them meet to be partakers of 
the inheritance of the saints in light. We ought, then, to thank God for these 
modifying circumstances, and pray that he would put these chains all on, and 
keep them on, till even the vilest and most obdurate shall yield to his infinite 
love. We ought to view men inmore hopeful circumstances, in proportion as 
God shall hold them by these moral bonds. For, while a young man respects 
the Sabbath, and is obedient to his parents, there is more hope of him than 
afterwards.— While he is afraid to swear, we may hope that he will begin to 
pray. While he dare not avow open infidelity, we may hope, if we do our duty, 
that he will yet believe revealed truth, to the saving of his soul. | 

Il. By these circumstances every sinner is actually restrained in his wick- 
edness, and held back in his downward career. In proof of which we observe, 

1. Men are uneasy under these circumstances; which shows them to be 
restraints. Let men be unrestrained, and they will be easy. It is only pain 
of some kind that renders them uneasy, and willing to change their position. 
Hence they will nut come to the light, lest their deeds should be reproved. 

2. Men are constantly trying to alter their circumstances. But they are 


too indolent by nature to try to alter their circumstances, unless they are cir- 
cumstances of restraint. 


So when a raging fever burns, 

They shift from side to side by turns ; 
And ‘tis a poor relief they gain, 

To change the place, but keep the pain. 


3. When men at length alter their circumstances in any of these respects, 
they often show out a worse character ; manifesting what they would have been 
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before, if they might, if these restraints had been sundered, and —y let loose 
upon the world. 

4. When these restraints are all removed, men are uniformly far more 
wicked than if they had not been imposed. All will admit this. It is there- 
fore manifest that these circumstances operate powerfully in restraining men 
from a career of sin and ruin. Even in the church itself there are vast mul- 
titudes who become apostates, because their apparent goodness was made up 
by such restraints : they had really no concern for the glory of Gad, and were 
not religious because they loved religion. Beware, then, lest you be left to fal! 
away from your supposed faith, and hurry on to destruction. Not only should 
professors fear, but the impenitent also should fear and tremble; because God 
holds them as accountable beings, completely in his. power, and in kind- 
ness, for a time, lets down ten thousand restraints upon them.. God now con- 
trols the madness of his enemies. He puts his hook in their nose, and his 
bridle in their lips ; binds them with his restraints; and holds them, perhaps, in 
apparent subjection. In this the character of hypocrites and unbelievers is 
distinguished from the truly religious, Their wickedness is merely suppressed, 
not subdued: their amiable appearances are produced by restraining provi- 
dence, not by converting grace. The heart of the real Christian is not sup- 
pressed, but radically changed. The grace of God has transformed the tiger 
. into a lamb, and the wolf into a kid. The Christian abandons sin because 
he hates it, and follows after holiness because he loves it. This constitutes 
the beauty of the Christian character, and this the distinguishing glory of 
heaven. There will be no réstraint but love. The whole population will love 
todo right ; and impelled by love alone, will employ, in doing right, their ener- 
gies forever. On the other hand, as the character of the wicked is here va- 
ried and modified by restraints, God will only need to take off these moral liga- 
tures, and substitute the everlasting chains of darkness, to surround them with 
the horrors of hell. The exceeding baseness of the wicked appears in this— 
that all these powerful restraints are required to hold them fast in mercy, and 
prevent them from doing worse; and the horror of hell in this—that all its pop- 
ulation will love to do wrong, and in wrath be let loose to do it, so far as they 
can amidst fetters which will hold fast only to gall, and chains which will con- 
fine only to burn. How amazing, in view of all these considerations, is the 
operation of these providential circumstances in restraining the career of 
the wicked! We are thus prepared to consider the remaining position : viz. 

Ill. That every sinner does make the attempt, and succeeds as far as 
God will let him, to sunder these ligatures that would hold him fast to rea- 
son, hope, and heaven. 

One would think that a sinner would not wish to have these kindly liga- 
tures sundered. Where may he wander, or rather where may he not wander, 
and against what rock may he not dash, and into what bottomless vortex 
may he not plunge with all his interests, and perish with his all, when 
he shall. have thrown off the fastenings that hold him to the throne of 
the Eternal? While we go the ground over, and see how he raves, and rages, 
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and flounces like a bull in the net, and would break loose from God, if he 
might, whatever be the probable result upon himself, and his hopes, and his 
family, and his character, and whatever the relationship he must sunder, we 
are amazed at every step of the experiment, and we are amazed at the result, 
and at the blindness of the immortal being that is in a measure let loose to 
try his skill in the-awful experiment, till God gives him up to hardness of 
heart and blindness of mind, and leaves him a prey to himself, and he is de- 
stroyed in his own waywardness. Let us, then, trace his steps, and see his: 
ravings : 

1. See how he breaks over and breaks through the restraints of educa- 
tion. He tries to throw off what he knew of God, and all he had learned of 
the Savior, and of the operations of the Holy Spirit; all he had learned of 
the operations of the Godhead, in the history of the church. And when he 
cannot forget, he raves at his own recollections, and madly reproaches the 
mind that cannot forget, and will not retrace and throw off what it is now to 
him a burden and a curse to recollect. But the’ Bible rushes upon his un- 
holy mind with the vividness of a new, and fresh, and hated story. O that he 
had never read that book! he cries; that his mother had not furnished hima 
Bible when he left his home, or had not made him promise to read it every 
day! Butif in his senses he may not forget, perhaps he may induce God to 
put out his mind, and destroy the powers of recollection. And this is now 
the only prayer he makes and the only thing he cares for. In the mean time 
he hates the very lessons that he learned in school, and would tread them all 
down as one does the worthless weeds that are overgrowing his path in a 
garden. But, 

2. When he has tried for atime, but has tried in vain, to retrace the 
process of education, he finds himself reined in by human laws. If he can- 
not forget God, perhaps he can snap asunder the power of human control. 
Man cannot be omniscient. He can evade all human ties. He can rise 
above the law, aud tread it down like the mire of the street. Or he can vio- 
late its precepts and despise its regulations, and hold on and hold out in de- 
spite of all its sanctions, presuming in his heart that God will not know, nei- 
ther will the Almighty consider it. If the law does say, “ Thou shalt not vio. 
late the rest of the Sabbath,” he can drink and carouse, or lounge-and loiter, 
and the world will only esteem him the better, especially if he add genero. 
sity and liberality to his infidelity and to his deeds of daring and outrage. 
He may violate any law that lays its restraints on this side of the judgment. 
Perhaps there may come no day of hated and holy retribution, and then he 
can have the infernal satisfaction of laughing at the Christians. If the 
failure of the divine promise of such a day should ruin the world, it will not, 
as he conceives, ruin him. He would be willing that no such appointment 
should be fulfilled, even though the failure should tarnish forever the charac- 
ter of Jehovah. If the law does say, ‘‘ Thou shalt not commit adultery,” if 
he can violate it, and the crime be hid, and no human tribunal take 
cognizance of the deed, he cares not for the law. He cares not 
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what misery his iniquities occasion, if his deeds do not break into open day- 
light. -If it break the heart of a mother, and if a father writhe under the ag- 
ony of a ruined son, he does not care for the tears of that mother, nor the 
agonies of that father. The deed he has done he does not intend shall come to 
light, in the present life, and he can easily bring himself to care for nothing 
beyond. Thus he throws off nearly all the restraints of human law, and con- 
tents himself with the purpose never to commit murder, or theft, or any crime 
that would draw him out to the light. Thus he blesses himself in his own delu- 
sion, and trusts for safety in his own righteousness. But he meets with more 
disturbance yet, 

3. From the law of God. Impenitent and unbelieving, he has read in that 
law what if he cannot put down, he is a ruined man: “ Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me.” Thus is dashed, at the first stroke, the whole fabric 
of a dark and fatal idolatry. If man worships his money, or his merchan- 
dise, or his farm, or his friend, or any thing but God, or gives any thing else 
his supreme affection, even if he does not professedly worship it, he is condemn- 
ed of God. And he adds, “ Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain.” But how unfashionable it would be to care about this commandment, 
and let the apprehension that God “ will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain,” produce a serious moment, or a pang of distress! It is so noble 
not to care about God, or what God can say, or do, and it would be so cow- 
ardly, so ungentlemanly, to be afraid to sin, that the offender just breaks 
from this grand and controlling ligature easier than from many that would 
seem to have no such power to bind and torestrain. An effort not so mighty 
as that which sundered Samson’s green withes, puts them all aside. But, 

‘ 4. Not quite so easily does he dispose of the troublesome supervision of 
conscience. This vicegerent of Heaven stays often many a month after open 
war is declared. It sometimes will hold close conference with the heart, al- 
though the heart may wish to be alone. It is that power that will not die, nor 
see corruption. It will not go to sleep in the grave: it will watch, even 
while the wretch is dying, to secure the honor of God, and gather courage 
for a fresh attack just by the dying pillow. And the agony of its first onset 
in the unseen world, hard by the place of dying, devils cannot know. For 
they have never shunned a dying Savior, and they have never died. 

But all the embrasures that can be opened upon the soul by this moral 
avenger must be closed, or its eternal thunders will be heard and felt. Yes, 
even here the heart sometimes says to conscience, as Satan to the Savior, 
* Art thou come to torment me before the time?’ But it is the conflict of 
desperation, and like the murderer who came into close and terrible embrace 
with the man whose blood he would spill, and was heard to say, You 
must die, and with that saying put forth a thrust that forced the dagger 
to his] heart ; so in assajling conscience, to put down its spirit of admonition, 
it must be assailed desperately, and if the victory cannot be otherwise 
secured, it must be drawn to the crater, where the wretch stands to torment 
himself, and to be hardened by a view of its fires; and here may perhaps end 
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the conflict, till it is renewed again on the other side of time. Now there is 
but little left for the sinner to do. Conscience has ceased its admonitions. 
But still, he has a slight conflict, 

5. With the institutions of the Gospel. We noticed in his conflict with the, 
law, which spreads abroad its troublesome interference with his lusts and his’ 
pleasures, how readily he could contrive to evade its claims. But the Gospel, 
like some faithful party in the field of blood, still keeps up the chase, and deep- 
ly wounds at every shot. It proves not so easy as was apprehended to still 
this avenger of justice. It pursues the sinner close through all the narrow 
lane of life, and even down to the gate of hell, unless sovereign grace ef. 
" fectually interpose, or long-injured mercy say, “ Let him alone.” But see 
the ungrateful struggle of the sinner to cast off this fastness of heaven—this 
Gospel of salvation. Every church-going bell fills his conscience with guilt, 
and each return of the day of rest reminds him of the quiet of his paternal 
roof, where a mother’s prayers used to be joined with the Sabbath day in 
rendering the time of rest too holy to be endured. He must pervert its holy: 
design, or writhe and bleed under the lashes of a guilty conscience. If he 
can get some scene of iniquity open, to prevent his soul from thinking ; if the 
theatre may be opened, or any other house of death, or he may sport him- 
self with the pleasures of the turf, and thus kill time, and throw off this one 
additional fastness of heaven, and put himself afloat upon the sea of life, 


then he can be comparatively happy, boasting like the school boy’s kite,— 


See how yon crowd of gazing people 
Admire m oon hela above the steeple ; 
How would you wonder, did you know, 
But what a kite like I can do? 


It tugged and pulled, while thus it spoke, 
To break the string; at last it 

Deprived at once of all its stay, 

In vain it tried to soar away. 

Unable its own weight to bear, 

It fluttered downward throgh the air; 
Unable its own course to guide, 

The wind soon plunged it in the tide. 


Thus it will not fail to happen to the immortal being who shall try to do 
without the Gospel. He may go off from God, and despise the power 
that would pull him back, but he will go to wander amid the blackness of 
darkness forever ! 

Had I time, I would go on through the whole catalogue of restraints, and 
show how, one by one, the sinner wantonly throws them off. But I can no. 
tice only one or two more particulars. - 

6. The hardened sinner would dislodge himself from all thought of heaven 
or fear of hell. And yet these are very powerful ligatures, and often the 
last to be sundered. When men think of relinquishing heaven, they some- 
times forget that awakening previous question, “ If I abandow the thought of 
heaven, where shall I then be? What means that worm which never dies? 
What mean those chains of darkness—and that gnashing of teeth—and 
that quenchless fire?” Ah! when the sinner is arrested by such questions, 
and must answer them, and answer them, too, under the operations of: 
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the Holy Spirit, he will find it hard work to answer them and sin on. The 
throes produced will be like those of the second death ; and whoever has tried, 
will not need again to ask what is meant by the undying worm. ‘That eternal 
separation from the society of the good, and that imprisonment with the devil 
and his angels, if it bites like a serpent and stings like an adder, when only 
anticipated,—what_ will the reality be? J am.scared at my own question. 
It will be a death that never dies—a living death! But,. . 

7. There is still another thought. The sinner must have broken through 
all the restraints of public sentiment, before we can know how bad he would 
be; and this ligature he tries to snap asunder. But he will find that public 
very populous, before he gets through. After he has gone his round with 
mortals, and has learned not to care what men think of his conduct, he 
must cease, too, to care what is thought of his deeds, in heaven. Those beings 
that have kept watch over his pillow by night, that have warded off fire and 
pestilence, or waked him in time to flee, that have loved his father and mo- 
ther, and love them still in heaven,—what will they think of the puny worm 
who has brought himself to despise them, and sport with their opinion? But 
even this is not all; for devils, too, have their opinion. And he must cease to 
care what they think of him in hell. And their judgment, remember, is not 
depraved like their hearts. One might almost as well attempt to silence the 
opinion of heaven as of hell. The murmurs of that dark world against the 
man who casts its burning sentiments behind his back, will be like the dis- 
tant roar of a thousand cataracts, or like the dashing of as many icebergs 
conflicting with each other in some boundless polar sea. And, 

Finally ; there yet remains to be noticed one of the most powerful mo- 
tives of restraint, the domestic affections. It is impossible to guess what men 
would be, till they throw off the hold, for instance, that a mother has upon a 
profligate son. We must recollect how John Newton managed, and how mi- 
serable he was while a mother lived, to hold the cord entwined about his 
heart. When every other tie had been sundered, the mother kept hold of 
him by this,—when his character was gone, when he had descended to the 
meanness of serving a black mistress, and of eating his morsel from her leav- 
ings—when her favor was life to him, and her frown filled him with despair, 
and he had no other friend—then he remembered a mother’s counsels and a 
mother’s prayers; and then and there gave his heart to the Savior. 
There, from Africa’s dark soil, and from a condition and character darker 
still, he first lifted his eyes to heaven, and began to breathe eternal life: and 
he lives now, and sings redeeming grace in heaven, and tells in every song 
how hard it is for a sinner to conflict with the restraints of infinite love. 

But all these are a part only of the circumstances, the restraints, that go 
to modify human character; all of which the sinner deliberately strives to 
neutralize. And if in nothing else he has shown a character bad as lan- 
guage can describe, or actions prove, he has given a climax of the whole in 
his attempts to sunder all such ties, and cut himself loose from God, and from the 
whole family of kindly influences that would save his soul from death. 
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Such is the obstinacy, the rebelliousness, the ingratitude of the sinner. | 
Must he not, then, be born again—have a new heart and a new spirit—or 
never enter into the kingdom of God ? ' 
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THE NATURE AND RESULTS OF SANCTIFICATION, 
Joun xvii. 17. Sanctify them through thy truth ; thy word is truth. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ wasa perfectman. This we must believe as con- 
fidently as we believe his divinity, else we shall have confused ideas of many 
portions of divine truth. And as he was a perfect man, and would be in all 
things a pattern of what his people should be, he must have a perfect reli- 
gious character, and perform the Christian duties, as far as they would be ap- 
plicable to his exalted nature. Hence, we often find him engaged in prayer: 

Whatever difficulty there may be in the ideaof a divine Redeemer’s pray- 
ing, the fact we are bound to believe. In his inferior character as Mediator, 
he acted by commission from the Father, and would take instructions from 
him, and put confidence in him. When the last scene was coming on, and 
he knew that soon he must hang upon the tree, he offered that memorable 
prayer, from which the text is selected. He prayed most tenderly for his 
people; and among the first blessings asked,-he prayed for their sanctification, 
through the truth. 

There cluster about this subject many interesting questions, to some of 
which I purpose to turn your attention. 

1. What do the Scriptures mean by sanctification? Sometimes, it means 
being set apart to sacred use: Thus every seventh day is sanctified. ‘‘ God 
blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it.” Thus the tabernacle and tem- 
ple, the priests, and altars, and sacrifices, and all the sacred things of the Jew- 
ish dispensation, were sanctified. 

God speaks of sanctifying his name, which he does when by his judgments 
he rebukes the gainsayers, and stills their blasphemies. He thus convinces 
men that he is holy. 

I could name many other uses of the term sanctification ; but its prin- 
cipal use, and that intended in the text, is, in application to the work of ren- 
dering an unholy creature holy. Men are by nature unholy. They exercise 
forbidden affections, and do not put forth the affections that God requires. 
The prayer of Christ in the text was, that his followers, through the instru- 
mentality of truth, might be made what God requires them to be; having the 
affections of the heart, and, of course, the deeds of the life, conformable to 
the divine law. 

2. Another question may here very properly be,—Wheun does this holiness 
begin? And the answer is obvious: It begins at the moment of regeneration. 
Till then, all the exercises are unholy ; for ‘‘ the carnal mind is enmity against 
God.” Nor is there any degree of alarm, or any amount of conviction, that 
can generate one holy affection in the heart, previously to this period. Of 
course all the prayers offered, and all the exertions made, prior to this change, 
are upregenerate prayers and exertions. Nor can it be believed, consistently 
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with correct scripture views, that, anterior to this moment, there is any approx- 
imation toward correct feeling. No alarm, nor the most distinct conviction, 
can bring an unregenerate man to feel any more correctly toward God, or any 
holy object, than did in a state of carelessness and security. And al- 
though we would not pretend to say that the divine influence in the hour of 
awakening may not restrain the sinner, and hold him back from the blas- 
phemous thoughts and affections which he might otherwise put forth, yet in 
all this there is no holiness. 

And then it may be a question whether the sinner, under alarm, does not 
wax worse and worse, till the moment of passing from death unto life. If he 
has more light—ifhe sees more distinctly the objects of his implacable hatred, 
does he not obviously rise in his hatred, till it is changed into love? This point, 
however, it is not my object to press. We must concede that holiness begins 
when the heart is changed. 

3. Is it always small in its beginning? Does that text in which the 
kingdom of God is compared toa grain of mustard seed, and that other where 
it is compared to leaven, teach us that grace in the heart is thus small at the 
first? Or do they illustrate the primitive smallness of the Christian church, 
and its ultimate growth and enlargement? They may be meant to apply in 
both cases; but aside from these texts, we are taught unequivocally in the 
Scriptures that the believer is, at the first, sanctified but in a small degree, 
and that he “grows in grace” till he arrives at the fulness of the stature of a 
perfect man in Curist Jesus. He is, at the first, a ‘“‘ babe, and has need of 

_milk, and not of strong meat.” Afterwards, he “ forgets the things that are 
behind, and reaches forth to those things that are before, and presses toward 
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” - The 
light that has shined in upon him shines “ brighter and brighter unto the per- 
fect day.” Hence, we gather, that though the work of regeneration is from its 
very nature instantaneous, the work of sanctification is progressive, and is, at 
the first, comparatively small. 

4. But how will this comport with what believers have thought was their 
experience—that at the first they felt a glow of holy affection, which they termed 
their first love, which afterward they lost? And the Scriptures, they have 
supposed, favored the idea. ‘ Thus saith the Lord, I remember thee, the kind- 
ness of thy youth, the love of thine espousals, when thou wentest after me in 
the wilderness, in a land that was not sown.” But was that love of espousals, 
thus accredited to Israel, all holy love? Or was it not, in great part at least, 
merely that natural joy which might arise from the comfort, and pride, and 
novelty of their emancipation? It surely soon vanished, and they murmured, 
and made them gods, under whose guidance they purposed to return to Egypt. 
And that whole congregation, you know, died in the wilderness. ‘They were, 
evidently, as a body, destitute of holiness; hence their love of espousals must 
be explained as something else than delight in God. 

Bat why may not the same be said often of that joy with which the heart of 
the new-born seems to overflow? Can we be allowed to believe it is all holy love 
toGod? ‘There can be, as yet, but little knowledge of God, or of truth. Hence 
that strong affection can hardly be allowed to flew wholly from objects so dimly 
seen. Is there not often far greater probability, that it is the mere effusion of 
animal affection? Or, at least, that it has far moreof nature in it than of grace. 
‘There may not seem, afterward, the same hilarity; but is there not more know- 
ledge of truth and duty, and more stability in the ways of God, more fixed prin- 
ciples of action, more humility, and more undeviating confidence in the Savior? 

In which position would the believer most readily go to the stake, and lay 
down his life for his Master? when, during the first month of his regeneracy, 
he fills the air with his sung? or, when a few years afterward, he has 
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the corruption of his heart, and at times, perhaps, hardly dare hope that he is 
born of God? May not the joy abate, and there be, at the same time, an 
increase of that principle of holiness that develops a heavenly mind? Surely 
it is the believer of continued experience, and not the man renewed but 
yesterday, that is rooted and grounded in the truth, and who cannot be driven 
about with every wind of doctrine. Whether this question is decided right, 
however, I wish each one to judge for himself. 

5. Another question arising out of this subject is—does the good man 
at all times advance in holiness? and are we so to understand that text, ‘‘ The 
righteous shall hold on his way?” Here, perhaps, again, it is not easy to come 
at what we are sure is truth. I have believed that it is otherwise, and 
that, while there are times when the good man progresses rapidly, there are 
other times when he makes no progress, and others, again, when the progress 
of holiness, if I may so speak, is backward. Thus Israel, sometimes, bent 
their track directly to the promised land at other times did not move for 
many days, and at other times marched retrograde. So we have seen the 
plant spring up and grow as if life was in it, and then perhaps for weeks seem 
stationary, and then again withering under drought, and seemingly about tope- 
tish. Whether these analogies may teach ustruth, or mislead us, still I have 
believed it thus with the child of God. And the only position contested, I be- 
lieve is, whether the Christian is ever in the way to do himself essential inju- 
ry. That broad promise, “ All things shall work together for good to them 
that love God,” has been used as implying the negative. That the promise 
istrue, and that the full import of it will be accomplished, there cannot be a 
doubt. But what is its import? Does God merely promise, in this precious 
text, that all the events of his providence shall conspire to bring his people to 
a higher seat in heaven? Or does he promise all this, and more too, that 
their very backsliding shall conspire to the same result? Would he promise, 
that if they forsake him, and sin by going after their idols, this very sin shall 
tend to purify them! Would it be safe to trust a wandering believer with 
such a promise in his hand ? Is it reasonable to believe that it will tend to the 
health and growth of the heavenly mind, to have it wounded, and polluted, 
and ensnared by transgression? Have we any assurance that Peter and Da- 
vid might not have reached a nobler Christian stature, if they had stood firm 
in the hour of temptation? I confess, I think there is no such assuranee. 

Do not facts warrant us to believe that Christian minds, of the same pow- 
ers and opportunities, have made different degrees of advance in the ways 
of God? The one is seen to climb the steeps of Zion, with brisk and steady 
step, and far outgo the other, while to us there appears no reason why the 
other might not have Jed in the enterprise. ‘The professor who comes‘at length 
to the grave in old age, and, as we hope, a believer, but who cam look back 
upon whole years of relapse and of wandering, has he those marks of maturity, 
and that animaiing hope, and that strong and conquering faith, seen in the 
man who moved steadily on in the ways of God, till his Master called him? 
You are thinking, perhaps, while you read, of two old men, contemporaries 
who died, it may be, in the same year, members of the same communion, the 
one having hardly deviated from the path of life an hour, while the other has 
seemed to be alternately a Christian or a worldling, as the times were. Now 
which of them seemed manifestly to fall asleep in Jesus, while the other was 
saved perhaps, though as by fire? You have all answered me. Pass through 
our churches, and tell me where is the venerated man of God, who is to the 
world around him a walking conscience, and carries heaven on his brow, in ° 
whose life there have not been some dark seasons of marked, and guilty, and 
hurtful relapse? Let me say, I do not believe that the Christian does make uni- 
form progress in holiness, but does sometimes become stationary, and some- 
times retrograde in the heavenly road. ; 
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6. Are we then to believe, that while every Christian in heaven will be 
perfect, there will still be a difference in their Christian stature, and their amount 
of enjoyment proportioned to their industry in acquiring holiness in the pres- 
ent life? On this point there can be very little doubt. There will be a dif- 
ference in heaven among redeemed spirits, as one star differeth from another 
star in glory. Doubtless God will have employment for them all in his king- 
dom. As in a building there is a variety of materials, places to fill requiring 
more and less strength, but all necessary ; so in that mystic temple whose top- 
stone is to be laid in heaven with shouting, Grace ,grace, unto it, there may 
be required, to give it its greatest strength and beauty, souls of very different 
capacities. 

7. It is then obvious that we are ourselves selecting the position we shall 
occupy in heaven, if any. On our industry will depend our growth; and on 
our growth our station in the kingdom of the Redeemer. And how can 
men be indifferent what is the position they shall hold among ti.e redeemed 
in heaven! Increasing holiness bears its present fruits, gives its immediate 
as well as its future rewards, In what other enterprise, then, shall we be so 
ambitious to succeed as in this? If there is any one thing surprising above all 
others, it is that believers in Christ should be slow to put on his image. ‘The 
Psalmist would never be satisfied till he awaked from death in the likeness of his 
Redeemer. There is surely no joy like that which is begotten by a holy tem- 
per: hence, how can one who has tasted this joy, find any other pleasures, 
which, for asingle hour, can become its substitute? Let me. close by pre- 
senting a few motives to engaging with ardor in this heavenly enterprise. 

1. I have hinted that we shall be happy in proportion as we are holy. We 
are mistaken in supposing that any particular circumstances are requisite to 
reuder us happy. There is but one thing requisite, likeuess to Jesus Christ. 
And this is a happiness within the reach of us all, in proportion as we are 
willing to exercise his temper, and copy his example, and put on his image. 
Hence that rich and precious intimation, ‘‘ Christ in you the hope of glory.” 

2. We shall be useful, other things being equal, in proportion as we are 
holy. No good man can be satisfied who feels himself to be living to no pur- 
pose. Find me the Christian who is never happy, and, sure as life, he is ne- 
ver useful. He is a cumberer of the ground, and can never reflect on the day 
that has gone by with pleasure. The man whois not aiming to bless his ge- 
neration may dig after comforts, but he can never find them. He may read 
all the promises over, day by day, but there will not be found a word of consola- 
tion for him. He might derive more from some act of real Christian benevolence, 
than he does from a whole Bible full of consolations: and to be holy is the 
way to be useful. To follow Christ has an eloquence in it that no exhorta- 
tion, nor argument, can hold out. “ Be ye followersof me, as dear children.” 

3. There is dignity and character in being holy, that nothing else can 
produce. What man is great, like him who walks in the consciousness of ex- 
ercising the same affections that Christ does? In what matter should not men 
feel indifferent, rather than be willing to be losers in this mighty concern? How 
can it seem a sinall thing, whether we put on, or not, the character that glows in 
the view of heaven ? the character that he wears who receives the homage of 
all the redeemed, and isadored by cherubim and seraphim? How comparatively 
trifling a matter is it, that we are honorable in the estimation of those who 
judge according to the outward appearance. The apostle could say to his ene- 
mies, lt is asmall thing that I should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment. 
How noble his character, while he thus regarded supremely the inward adorn- 
ings of holiness? Would we then aim at character,—character that will 
stand the test when worlds are burned up,—let us press on afier uOLINESs. 
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THE MEANS OF SANCTIFICATION. 


Joun xvii. 17 Sanctify them through thy truth; thy werd is truth. 


Tue grand purpose for which God gave to men a revelation of his will, 
was, that the truth thus revealed might be the medium of their sanctification. 
it is hence spoken of as the sword of the Spirit, the Sanctifier. If it be asked, 
Why God does not make men holy, without the use of truth, we answer, that 
he would not thus treat them as moral agents. There must be in that case a 
mere act of his sovereignty, and man become virtuous without design. In- 
deed, it seems to me to be keeping within the record to say, that men cannot be 
saved without a knowledge of divine truth, in consistency with the nature God 
has given them, and the heaven he has provided for holy beings. The very 
nature of holiness implies that men have felt the force of truth, and yielded 
voluntarily to its influence. To repent implies, that we see the truths, that 
the law is good, and that we have broken it, while we were under the most 
sacred obligations to obey it. And faith implies, that we feel distinctly the 
truths, that we are lost, that Christ is able and willing to save, and has war- 
ranted us to make application to him. Hence men cannot be forcibly made 
to repent and believe, not acting themselves, voluntarily, in view of truth, 
without an infringement of their agency. Or, rather, such faith and repentance, 
if we could suppose its existence, would not be their own act, and could not, on 
the Gospel plan, avail them to salvation. Let us then inquire, how and why 
divine truth is used in rendering men holy. 

1. It presents to view the objects of holy affection. To love God is a 
holy affection. But God cannot be loved, till men are acquainted with his 
character. In his word, his character is all presented. Had we no Bible, 
we might see his mighty power and Godhead in the works of creation; but 
only in the oracles of God do we see his whole character. There every attri- 
bute is written, and the full Deity made known. Now, if we have that temper 
to which goodness is lovely, we shall not fail to love him. 

The complete character “of the Lord Jesus Christ is, in the same book of 
God, revealed for our faith. We can see for ourselves, whether he has those 
attributes that we can love, and is such a Savior as we can trust in. There 
could be no faith in him, without this delineation of his character. 

The Christian character, also, is presented in the Bible, asthe object of 
our affectionate regard. We there learn the divine law, and have opportunity 
to approve: and the same may be said in reference to every holy object on 
which God requires us to place our esteem. 


And we learn, too, in the same book, the objects we are required to hate ; 
for holiness consists in feeling disgust toward the objects of unrighteousness, 
as well as complacency in righteousness. ‘I'here we learn the temper of our 
hearts, and all the moral wrong in ourselves that we are to lothe and repent of. 
Thus a primary use of truth in our sanctification is to present us with the 
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character of the objects toward which we are to exercise holy affections, the 
objects we are required to love, and the objects we are required to hate. 

2. Another use of truth is to present motives to the exercise of the right af- 
fections. The Bible amply assures us, that holiness is a lovely attribute of 
character. It is what renders God lovely, and angels, and the whole family of 
the redeemed. Hence holiness is indispensable to good character ; and here is 
& Motive to aim at a high standard of holiness. 

The Bible assures us, that only where there is holiness there is happiness. 
This begets the peace and joy that reign in heaven; while its opposite has 
occasioned the ruin of this world, and the miseries of hell. These facts are 
so amply illustrated in the word of God, as to show the loveliness of virtue, 
and the hatefulness of vice, thus presenting us new motives to become holy. 
The Bible presents motives to holiness, by drawing out holiness and depravity 
to their final result in heaven and in hell. In the one world, holiness has 
produced its full effect in the everlasting peace and blessedness of its population ; 
in the other, too, its full effect in the unspeakable misery of its hopeless inmates. 
Thus Bible truth presents men with motives to become holy, and being urged 
home by the Spirit of God upon the understanding and conscience, is the me- 
dium of sanctification. 

3. As holiness must beget the love of holiness, it must also produce love 
to that truth which is the medium of its own production. The Christian, 
then, wishing to progress in that holiness which is begun in him, will be the 
friend of Bible truth, will aim to grow in the knowledge of it. As thisisseen 
to be the medium of his cleansing, and as he now aspires to be clean, he must 
desire to know more oftruth. All Bible truth will please him, for it all has 
one and the same effect, his cleansing. He will thus be a diligent student of 
the Bible, and will never feel thut he knows enough of it while there remains 
in his heart or life one moral pollution to be cleansed away. 

4. It will follow then, of course, that the Christian who is a child in Bible 
knowledge, will be a child in holiness. To the same extent that he remains 
ignorant of divine truth, he will:remain unsanctified ; and men will learn, 
without inquiring of him, how much attention he gives the sacred volume. 
Apparent exceptions to this position are easily explained. We have seen men 
of small intellectand small acquisitions in science, generally, who yet appeared 
to be rapidly growing in holiness. In such cases it will always be found, on 
a close acquaintance, that, though the man may have no general knowledge, 
he is daily conversant with the testimonies of the Lord. If one will learn 
sanctifying truth, he may become sanctified, though he may remain ignorant 
of other truth. We frequently meet with the contrast of this case; men pos- 
sessing a large amount of general knowledge, but knowing little about their 
Bible: in which case there will not be seen much advancement in the stature 
of piety. If we are acquainted merely with men and money, though we may 
be acute worldlings, this knowledge will not tend to purify the heart. The 
knowledge that will render us holy is to be gathered from the word of the 
Lord. ‘“Sanctify them through thy truth.” 

5. It would seem to be a truth unquestionable that the man who is under 
the process of sanctification, will have an increasing thirst for a knowledge of 
divine truth, till he dies. As the heart becomes purified, the love of truth, the 
means of its purifying, must increase. And let the thirst for truth increase, 
and it needs no argument to prove that men will grow in the knowledge of it. 
We shall find, then, no believer who thinks he knows enough of the Bible, no 
man, however.old, or infirm, or poor, or occupied, or neglected, if he has begun 
to be sanctified who will not wish, by learning more truth, to nourish the spi- 
ritual life that is begun. More and more, as the cleansing operation goes on, 
and he feels the pleasure of being holy, will his mind be open to conviction, 
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and the truth become adapted to his taste as the honey and the honeycomb. 
The love of truth, in the aged believer, becomes his strongest appetite. Old 
men are not accustomed, you know, to abandon, in their latter years, the ob- 
jects of their appetite. How often do they rather become the slaves of 
some strong governing principle, which is seen at last to be mightier in death 
than ever! And in the man of God, who is struggling with his corruptions, 
and desperately bent on the mastery, the appetite for truth must be the ruling 
passion while his eye can see, or his ear hear, or his mind perceive, or 
his heart and conscience be impressed. He will carry his Bible with him to 
his death-bed, and put it by his pillow, and glance his dying eye upon its pa- 
ges, and ask the by-standers to teach him, and will be digesting some heavenly 
truth when life goes out; and the nourishment afforded his soul, by that last 
reflection, will add the finishing stroke to his sanctification. How can it be 
otherwise 1 Whomsoever it may condemn, though it tear from myself the last 
hope I have, still it must be true, that as grace advances in the heart, the love 
of truth will be enkindled. As there can be no natural health, and the 
body cannot be strong and vigorous, after the the appetite is gone ; so is there 
no spiritual health, and the inner man is sickly and nerveless, where there is 
no relish for truth, The case cannot be, where there is growth in grace ac- 
companied with a disrelish for the study of divine truth. 

6. It would seem, then, that it cannot be a light thing to reject, or disrelish 
any doctrine of the Bible. Every doctrine must have its use in rendering 
men holy, else it had not been taught in that Bible sent to sanctify the world. 
God knew exactly what the case required, what system of truth the Spirit could 
use to the best advantage, in rendering the world holy, and this he has pub- 
lished. Hence, no part of it may be rejected as unwholesome, or innutri- 
tious. Suppose a table spread, day by day, by one who perfectly knew our 
constitutions, knew any disease that might be lurking about the body, or any 
danger of the season or the climate that needed to be guarded against, and 
we should presume to say, that one article upon the table was injurious to 
health, and never taste it; how exactly would the case resemble that of the 
man who imagines he has found, in the book of sanctifying truth, one doc- 
trine of pernicious tendency. How arrogant, in the preacher of the Gospel, 
to lay his hand on any doctrine which he may not preach, or any duty he 
may not enforce, or promise or threatening which he may not deal out to the 
friends or the foesof God! And how mistaken his people, who would have 
him suppress any paragraph, or hold back any doctrine or maxim of the word 
of the Lord! Who can judge as well as he who gave the word? Who, 
among the army that publish it, or the multitude who hear it, can tell better 
than he, what kind of truth is suited to the exigency of a betrayed and ruin- 
ed world ? 

7. It would seem, then, a matter of course, that sanctification will be going 
on among the various classes of Christians, more or less prosperously, in pro- 
portion to the amount of truth embraced in their system. We may even de- 
termine, by this criterion, what denomination is built the most substantially 
on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being 
their chief corner-stone. There may be in a human mind some truth, 
‘but not the whole truth. There may be so much error as shall great- 

ly counteract the effect of truth. he system thus made out may be 
somewhat calculated to sanctify; aud yet not the best calculated. It 
may nourish a sickly and palsied religion, while it can never pro- 
duce the strong, and vigorous, and useful man of God. It may contain 
truth enough to bring men to heaven, and yet never produce, to shine in the fir 
manent of God, many stars of the first magnitude. In choosing our religion 
thisone question should be kept prominent in view: which is that that makes 
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the most enlighterted, the most benevolent, the most holy and heavenly temper? 
for there we shall assuredly find the most truth and the least error. 

8. Might not believers be sooner ripe for heaven? or, rather, might they 
not all be- qualified in the time that God allows them, after their second 
birth, for a higher seat in heaven than they do ordinarily reach? Yes. They 
could Jearn more truth, could learn it faster, and digest it better, and grow 
more vigorously, and pass earlier the boundaries of Christian childhood, and 
thus arrive earlier at the fulness of the stature of perfect men in Christ Jesus. 


REMARKS, 


1. May not that truth which is learned before regeneration, operate after- 
ward tothe forwarding of the believer in holiness? Yes. It matters not how early 
truth is known. Give it then a free entrance at the first opening of mind, and 
pray that it may please the Spirit of God to use it for sanctification. The 
smallest lad in the school may be learning now what will be useful and pre- 
cious truth to him, when he shall be shining a mighty orb in his profession, or 
afterwards in heaven, 

2. Isthere not more hope, then, that the children in our Sabbath schools 
will be converted, than those who are to-day lining the fields, and fishing 
along the banks of the brook? No doubt. They will have treasured up 
truth to exert a sanctifying and elevating influence when the times of re- 
freshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. 

3. Will not revivals prevail in the next generation, among a younger 
class of sinfiers than in times past? Doubtless. As we approach the mil- 
Jennium, and the Sabbath schools shall have matured minds earlier for read- 
ing and reflecting, a younger and still younger generation will be sancti- 
fied, till our revivals will all be in the sabbath schools; and God will at 
length ordain praise, according to his promise, from the mouth of babes 
and sucklings. 

4. And shall we not have then in our churches more active young men, 
and arace of fathers and mothers that shall shine brighter in the church of 
God? Yes, young men will be indeed “strong,” and the patriarchal 
age will return, and every gray head will indicate the presence. of wisdom 
and holiness ; thus, there will be far more select and pure assemblages for the 
supper of the Lamb. ; 

5. ‘And will not this be then a holier and happier world? So the prophet 
sung: ‘* The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie 
down with the kid, and the calf, and the young lion, and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them.” 

6. And will there-not then ascend to God nobler recruits of the family of 
believers than in any of the ages that have gone by? Yes ; new constellations 
will appear in heaven, And the various successions of the sanctified that 
shall then, at different times, come home to glory, will, forever shine more, 
brilliantly in the kingdom of their Father. 

7. And can we do nothing to hasten on that day, and swell the halleluiahs 
of heaven? Yes; let us seize the dear youth or child, who a year or two 
hence will feel himself too old to be a scholar, and press him into the Sab- 
bath school and Bible class, and have his mind imbued with holy truth, be- 
before he gets that palsying maxim, “‘ too old.” Let us all gird ourselves anew ; 
let us chéerfully discharge every obligation ; and Jet it be our holy ambition 
to share largely in the coming glory. They that be wise shall shine as the 
brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn many to righteousness, as the 
stars forever and ever. 





